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Advent
St. Francis Families,  We are preparing for the Advent Season beginning on Sunday,
November 27.  Your child will be learning about the Advent Season.  Our students are
participating in a live bulletin board where they will place a star around the nativity scene
with acts of kindness they have been doing this Advent season.  We can hardly wait to see
all of the beautiful stars as our students find ways to help others through their kindness.
We also pray that you and your family will have peace and joy as you celebrate this
Advent Season as a family.

St. Francis Christmas Program
We are excited to announce that we are holding our annual Christmas
program to all of our families on Thursday, December 15, 2022.  We are
asking that our students wear their Christmas Best attire and be at the church
at 5:45.  Please keep your students seated with you until their teacher arrives
and we will dismiss our students by grade level.  We thank you in advance
and we look forward to sharing our love of the Christmas story with our
families.

MASS
Friday, December 2
FULL DRESS WITH

SWEATER VEST

Wednesday,
December 8

Feast of
Immaculate
Conception

FULL DRESS WITH
SWEATER VEST

Friday, December 16
Christmas

Performance Outfit

Grades K-2

Sunday School
Mass

Sunday, December
11

FULL DRESS WITH
SWEATER VEST

11:00 am

Confessions
Tuesday,

December 6
Grades 6-8
10:00-12:00
Wednesday,
December 7

Grades 3-5
10:15-11:40



STUDENT OF THE MONTH FOR NOVEMBER
Servant Leadership:

● Leading and serving like Jesus. “For the Son of Man did not come to be served
but to serve and to give his life as a ransom for many.” (Mark 10:45)

November Student of the Month
Servant  Leadership

Pre Kindergarten
Ever De la Toba

Ever displays this Gospel Value not
only by his leadership skills, but his
great efforts in being a friend of
Jesus and to his classmates. He
always has a positive attitude
about school and when he walks
through that door he greets
everyone with a smile. He treats his
teachers with respect and his
peers with respect. We love how
he treats everyone equally. When
asked what he was thankful for, he
said: “I am thankful for my family,
my friends, my teachers, and
everyone in the whole school, and
Jesus.” Ever, we are so proud of
you. God bless.

Kindergarten
Carsyn Rouff

Carsyn is a servant leader in many
ways. She is the first to help her
classmates whether it is with an
assignment or on the playground.
She always offers help to the
teachers without being asked and
loves being the teacher's helper!
She follows classroom rules and
stays on task. She is engaged at
mass and loves learning about
Jesus! Way to go, Carsyn!

First Grade
Mario Sanchez

Mario is a servant leader that puts
the needs of others first. In the
classroom he helps other students
to prepare classroom procedures
every morning with a smile. He is a

Reminders
The December
calendar is now
located on our

website.

Student of the
Month

Will be awarded on
Friday, December
2 after mass.

Student Council
Will be hosting a
red and green day
on  Wednesday,
December 13,
2021.  Envelopes
will go home on
Monday,
December 5 and
are due on
Monday,
December 12.  It is
$2 per person or
$5 per family.
Please make sure
you read what
attire is acceptable
on spirit days, and
have fun with it!



Christ-like example of the way he
treats others with respect and love
out in the playground and in the
classroom. God bless you, Mario!

Second Grade
Damian Ramirez-Hidalgo

Damian is an exemplary
representation of a servant leader.
In the classroom, he initiates
helping the teacher set up for
Wildcat reading every single day.
Out on the playground, he always
considers what is best for the group
and is the peacemaker when
there is conflict. He truly does his
best to make the right choices and
be a Christ-like example for all
around him.

Third Grade
Sadie Harrison

Sadie is a model of servant
leadership both in action and in
spirit. She demonstrates her
leadership skills by being a model
student for the class, working
diligently each and every day.

Fourth Grade
Sara Mexia

Sara demonstrates leading and
serving like Jesus on a daily basis.
She starts each day with a smile
and a great attitude. Without
being asked, she helps her peers
and teachers. Sara is not selective;
she is willing to help everyone. She
even helps when helping requires
heavy lifting! Sara, you are such a
blessing and very deserving of this
student of the month recognition.

Fifth Grade
Luis Lastra

Luis is a model of a servant leader
serving God and everyone around
him. The Holy Spirit shines within him
serving like Jesus and his disciples.
Luis is always engaged and
encouraging to his classmates to
take part in our school mass and in
our religion class. Luis loves learning
about Jesus! You are a blessing to
our class! Thank you, Luis, for
sharing your beautiful gifts God has
given you with everyone around
you! Keep shining the light of the
holy spirit that is within you!! - Mrs.
Flores



Sixth Grade
Kamilah Ramirez

Kamilah is a Christ-like leader in the
way she speaks to everyone. In the
classroom, she exemplifies how to
use a voice to engage in
academic conversation and aid
other students in their engagement
as well. Thank you, Kamilah, for
being the leader God made you
to be.

Seventh Grade
Carlos Garibaldi

Carlos is a great example of a
leader. He is always willing to help
everyone around him. He
encourages his classmates to be
present and be engaged during
Mass especially while singing or
responding to prayers. Thank you,
Carlos, for being a great leader
and role model.

Eighth Grade
Alyssa Salas

Alyssa has been exemplifying the
role of a leader this year. Whether
it’s reaching out to a lonely
bystander or making someone
laugh who really needs it, Alyssa
has been leading like Jesus.
Leading and serving others is a
work of the heart. Keep up the
good work!

Library
Rebecca Garcia

Rebecca exhibits many different
traits of servant leadership. She
makes an effort to see situations
from others' perspectives and
responds to others’ needs with
empathy and understanding.
She offers to help shelve books
in the library and shares about
books that she has read with her
classmates which has the effect
of building community. Her
enthusiasm and ability to dream
great dreams is contagious and
enhances the library
environment in a positive way.
You are an amazing child of
God, Rebecca. Keep up the
good work!

Computer
Odette Salas

It is great to have Odette at St.
Francis. Since Odette joined our



school, you can see her grow in
her faith. Not only that, she is
always happy. Odette always
wants to please the people
around her, especially her
teachers. In recent weeks, Odette
has been outstanding in
computers. One Mass I saw Odette
walk down with her mom and
show her how to receive a
blessing, it made my heart warm!
Great job Odette. God bless you!

Music
Melody Castro

Melody is a leader in the class. She
is always ready when the lesson
begins and tries her very best at all
times and by doing so, others in
the class follow her lead. Melody is
giving of her positive attitude
especially when she is singing.
God Bless You Melody!

PE
Mauricio Hernandez

Mauricio thinks and puts others first.
He is a gentleman at all times.
Always willing to help and keep
activities organized, Mauricio helps
others through his positive
participation, equitable sharing,
and the placing of his classmates'
experience before his personal
success. He is a fine example of a
Christ-like service leader. Keep
striving towards God, Mauricio!

Spelling Bee

It is our pleasure to announce that our school spelling bee is set for Friday,
December 10, 2022 at 10:00 AM.
We are looking forward to a fun and exciting experience with our St. Francis
School Spelling Bee!  Go Wildcats!



Grade First Place Second Place Alternate

First Elliot Lucero Airi Soto Daniel Padilla

Second Max Freeman Marian Vega John Quintero

Third Ian Bustamante Jose Perez Willa Sellers

Fourth Isabella Arvizu
Palma

Alonso Garibaldi Sara Mexia

Fifth Max Espino John Muegel Violet Haile

Sixth Carter Figueroa Analie Nevarez Justice Caro

Seventh Zoee Gonzalez Edward Higuera Ramon Zuniga

Eighth Paula Buenacosa Daniel Renteria Kianna Alvarez

HOME AND SCHOOL NEWS

Thank you to everyone for another hugely successful BBQ! We are blessed to
have such an amazing community helping us with every aspect of the BBQ! We
are so grateful for all those who volunteered and helped plan the successful
event! A special thank you to our Dad’s Club for their World Famous Tri-tip! We
could not have done it without all of you!

mailto:edward.higuera@stfrancisyuma.com
mailto:kianna.alvarez@stfrancisyuma.com


Christmas Raffle for Four Preferred Parking Spots
We are excited to announce that tickets for our Home and School Annual
Christmas Raffle for 4 Preferred Parking Spots are now on sale! Tickets are
$5 or 5/$20. Home and School officers will be selling tickets at pickup December
12th - 15th. Cash and checks accepted. In addition, you can email us at
hsa@stfrancisyuma.com with how many tickets you would like to purchase and
we will invoice you via Square, fees apply. The drawing will take place live during
the 2022 Christmas Program. Winners need not be present to win. All winners
will be notified via email.

For our new families, 4 Preferred Parking spots are raffled off annually at the
Christmas Program and 4 Preferred Parking spots are auctioned off at the annual
spring Benefit for the Children Dinner and Dance. Families with Preferred
Parking spots are able to park at the front of the south parking lot and have
priority departure. The Preferred Parkings spots are valid for 1 year. Spaces
raffled at the Christmas Program are valid starting January 2023.

If you have any questions/comments, please contact us at
hsa@stfrancisyuma.com. May you and your family have the gift of faith, the
blessing of hope, and the peace of His love at Christmas and always. Merry
Christmas!

BOOSTER CLUB NEWS
St. Francis Booster Club would like to thank the school and Yuma
community for supporting our first annual Veterans’ and First Responders’
flag commemoration on Veterans’ Day and again on Memorial Day!  It was
our privilege to show our wonderful community how much we love and
support our veterans and first responders!

mailto:hsa@stfrancisyuma.com
mailto:hsa@stfrancisyuma.com


Flocking Francis Instructions

1. Location of Flocking Francis will be provided by the previous flocker.
2. Pick up the flock from the provided address along with a packet on the door of
the home.
3. Remove the paper and envelope with money, if the paper has an address on
the line provided then that is the address to be flocked next.  If there is not an
address then YOU get to flock to a home of your choice!
4. Please take a picture of the paper with the address and the donation and send
it to Gabby/Kim (928-446-1125)/(928-920-5410) so the address can be logged
and verified as on the protected list (or not). If the address is on the protected list
they will try to notify the previously flocked house to allow them to pick another
house.
5. Place a new instruction sheet and money envelope into the envelope to leave
on the door of the house to be flocked.
6. Save all flocked sheets and money in the provided bag and return to
Gabby/Kim at your earliest convenience.  Feel free to contact Gabby or Kim with
any questions.
7.  ONE service hour for participating and flocking a friend.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION AND LET THE
FUN BEGIN!



STUDENT COUNCIL

Student Council would like to thank you for your support in helping us make a
special Thanksgiving meal for a St. Vincent de Paul family and modeling the
Gospel Value, gratitude to your student.  We were fortunate to support 10 families
with a Thanksgiving meal!  How blessed our community is to have students and
their families show their gratitude by sharing their gifts with others!  May God
bless your generosity.

Support your Student Council Candy Cane Sales!

The Student Council will be selling candy cane grams throughout the
month of December on Mondays and Wednesdays. You can buy candy cane
grams and have them delivered at the end of the day to anyone at school.  Look
for Student Council members under the ramada at lunch recess if you would like
to buy candy canes. Thank you for your support

When:       December 2- 17th
Where:      Under the Ramada

Cost:         $.50 each
Delivered at the end of each selling day.

Dateland St. Nicholas
As we begin our Advent season, we are reminded by Pope Francis that “If the whole
Church takes up this missionary impulse, she has to go forth to everyone without
exception. But to whom should she go first? When we read the Gospel we find a
clear indication: not so much our friends and wealthy neighbors, but above all the
poor and the sick, those who are usually despised and overlooked.” (The Joy of the
Gospel, Pope Francis)



St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School will answer the call and bring Christmas joy to the
children of Dateland Elementary School and Toys for Tot.  This year we will welcome
gifts from St. Francis families for a Dateland child or unwrapped toy donation to Toys for
Tots.  The families that are donating to Dateland will receive a wish list on Monday,
November  21, 2022. The remaining families will be given a sheet that says Toys for
Tots to send an unwrapped toy to school for Toys for Tots. To ensure that each child
receives a gift, please note on your slip if your family will or will not be participating and
turn it into the office by Tuesday November 22, 2022. If your family is not participating
please also return the wishlist.

St. Francis School will be donating our gifts to Dateland School and Toys for Tots on
Friday, December 2, 2022. If you have any questions, please call the school office
782-1539.   Thank you for your generous heart during this Advent season.

*Please send unwrapped toy for Toys for Tots
*Dateland gifts need to be wrapped and labeled with the student's name
and grade or with a wish list paper attached to the gift.

SCRIP and SERVICE HOURS
Please remember your Scrip commitment of $2000 per family of Scrip
purchases and 20 Family Volunteer Hours.  You can purchase the cards at
school and/or use the mobile app. Ms. Ochoa will be sending out a Scrip
invoice on December 2, 2022 via email letting you know how much Scrip
and volunteer hours you have up to that point, which is about half the year.
It is your responsibility to submit your Family Service Hour Forms to the
office so that your hours can be accounted for. Home and School DOES
NOT provide us information regarding how many hours you completed at
the BBQ, so if you have not submitted your hours, please do so as soon as
possible.  The Family Service Hour Forms are located on our website.  Most
families should have already purchased at least $1000 and completed at least
10 hours.  All SCRIP and volunteer hour commitments must be completed
by Friday, May 12, 2023.

ST. FRANCIS PARENT CLUB MEETINGS
Please join us at any of our meetings and see what we are all about!
We always need new and more members.

Home and
School

December 10 6:00 p.m. TBD



Booster Club December 2 5:30 Teacher’s
Lounge

Advisory
Council

No Meeting
until January

Dads’ Club December 2 6:30 The Patio

Box Tops App

Donating Box Tops to Saint Francis School will now be easier than ever!
Please download the Box Tops App on your Smartphone.  Box Tops will be

transitioning from the physical Box Tops to digital only.  All you will need to do is
scan your grocery receipt into the app and all your Box Top donation money will
automatically transfer to St. Francis School!  If you have any questions, please

contact Nerissa Freeman, (602) 402-1964.

DIOCESESAN COMPLIANCE
In order to be a volunteer at St. Francis School you will need to make
sure that you have applied for clearance through the Diocese of
Tucson.  It is Diocesan Policy that everyone is cleared to work around
St. Francis students.  If you have completed the Parish Application
AND CMG process you can call the school office to see if you are on
our clearance list. IF you have not completed CMG OR your
clearance has expired, please make contact with Eve Villegas, St.
Francis compliance officer, to determine if you are cleared to
volunteer, 782-1875.


