St. Francis Principal’s Newsletter

St. Francis Families,

March 2020
School Mass
Wednesday, March 2

It’s hard to believe that the school year 2022-23 will be my tenth year
as St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School Principal! It has and
continues to be a blessing to live out my vocation in such a beautiful
Catholic environment. As I reflect on my time here I fondly
remember the many things that make St. Francis, St. Francis! We
have a rich history of tradition and have always strived to teach
students to love God, themselves and others. We make it a priority to
provide strong spiritual formation at St. Francis School by providing
our students with daily religion classes, weekly Mass, and monthly
Reconciliation. We also provide special Sacramental Preparation
classes for those who have not had the opportunity to make their
sacraments prior to coming to St. Francis. It is our belief that
everyone should have the opportunity to enjoy the richness of the
Catholic Faith through the beauty of the Sacraments of Baptism,
Reconciliation and Holy Communion. We have also been very proud
in providing our students with a strong academic foundation for their
future years in high school and college.
During these nine years we have continued to build from our solid
spiritual and academic foundation by introducing additional programs
into our school structure. We currently provide Kindergarten through
fifth grade students with either a reading intervention or accelerated
program to differentiate instruction to support their reading process.
This requires us to sustain one part-time certified reading
interventionist and two part-time aid reading interventionists. We
have also been able to hire a full time advanced math teacher that
works with fourth-seventh grade students. We currently have three
full time aides that support grades pre kindergarten-first grade. The
2/25 ratio for our primary grades is vital to the success of our students.
We also have a resource teacher for the middle school students who
struggle with grade level instruction. They recieve small group
instruction or one-on-one help with their learning as we prepare them
for high school. These are the primary instructional additions that
build a strong academic structure to help meet the needs of all of our
students.
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Not only have we built a strong academic structure in our school we
Rosary
have physically added on to our school to enhance the safety and well
being of our students and staff. With the help of Home and School,
Thursday, March 24
Dads’ Club and Booster Club we have been blessed to add a new
2:45 pm - Luminous
Mysteries
addition to our library and preschool. We have also worked in making
sure that our school is safe by raising the wall on the north side of the
main building and south side of the prekindergarten-kindergarten
Reminders
building and adding an energy efficient window to help offset the cost
The March calendar is
of our electric bill. We have put into place a security system so that
now located in
we can monitor all areas of the building and have redone the front and
Parents Web and in
inside side doors to protect those inside our building. Lastly, we
the Brown Envelope
remodeled our kitchen and two staff bathrooms.
and under the
Calendars tab on our

The most vital part of our focus has been making ourselves marketable
new website.
to highly qualified and effective teachers and staff. I have made it a
point of working within my budget to provide our teachers salaries
Class Pictures
that are very comparable to those of their public school counterparts.
Will be held on
It is my goal to keep our salaries competitive in order to sustain our
Tuesday, March 15.
staff and honor the work they do every day in helping build a strong
Students will be in full
and faithful Catholic student with a sound academic background.
dress uniform to
I am sharing these points with you so that you will understand all
aspects of our school and the many things I do within my budget. As
inflation continues to rise and the cost of educating a student is going
up, St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School finance committee, along
with the Parish Finance Committee, have reviewed our expenses and
our budget for next year and have come to the conclusion that St.
Francis School will be raising tuition $250 a year to offset the rise of
inflation. As you recall during COVID we made the decision not to
raise tuition since many of us were not working and some had lost
their jobs. We thought, at the time, that we should be prudent about
what our parents could handle financially. Unfortunately, this year we
will need to raise tuition, but I pray that you see the many ways that I
work within my budget to help St. Francis students meet their
academic needs and enjoy the beauty of the Catholic faith.
Registration will be going out Wednesday, March 2 and ALL
registration paperwork will need to be back into the office on Friday,
March 11, 2022. Please make it a point to meet the deadline so that
we can place your child on the class roster for the school year
2022-23.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding next year’s tuition,
please don’t hesitate to call the office and set up an appointment to
discuss your concerns.

include the sweater
vest.
Student of the
Month
Will be awarded on
Friday, March 11,
2022 after the 9:00
Mass.
Report Cards
Report Cards will be
going home on
Wednesday, March
16. Please note this
is also a half-day of
school and students
will be dismissed at
12:05.
Conferences
For K-5 on Friday,
March 18 and March
17-18 for grades 6-8.
These are not
mandatory
conferences, but if
your child is

Ash Wednesday
We begin our Lenten journey on Wednesday, March 2. Lent is
the season of reflection and preparation before Easter. It is a
time of sacrifice, penance, and prayer in preparation of the risen
Lord. As a Catholic school we approach the Lenten season with
great anticipation. We see Lent as the greatest season of the
year as we prepare for the second coming of Christ. We do so
with a sense of renewal, a sense of life, of death, and of rebirth.
Lent is a time to renew our baptismal commitment and to turn
away from sin.
Fasting is an important part of the Catholic Lenten season. It
included the following seven reasons for fasting:
1. From the beginning, God commanded some fasting, and
sin entered into the world because Adam and Eve broke
the fast.
2. For the Christian, fasting is ultimately about fasting from
sin.
3. Fasting reveals our dependence on God and not the
resources of this world.
4. Fasting is an ancient way of preparing for the
Eucharist—the truest of foods.
5. Fasting is preparation for baptism (and all the
sacraments)—for the reception of grace.
6. Fasting is a means of saving resources to give to the
poor.
7. Fasting is a means of self discipline, chastity, and the
restraining of the appetites.
Fasting ideas that a family can do together is to give up things
like sweets, pop, donuts, Starbucks, etc…
1. Practicing Silence. Maybe 30 seconds of silence before
meals or after 6:00 pm all electronic devices are powered

experiencing
difficulties, please call
the school office to
make an appointment.
Teachers will also be
requesting
conferences.
NO SCHOOL
Spring Break will be
from Monday, March
28-April 4, 2022.
Students will return to
school on Tuesday,
April 5, 2022.

down.
2. Make your home like a desert. Take down posters,
pictures, roll up a floor rug, turn your room into what Christ
may have experienced in the desert for 40 days. Maybe
take those clothes you don’t wear anymore and give them
to St. Vincent De Paul or Goodwill.
3. Be one with the poor and sleep on the floor. Maybe one
day a week you can sleep on the floor to help feel what
some do every night without a bed.
4. Taking less hot showers, being environmentally friendly,
shutting off lights to be protective of our earth.
5. Donate to the Rice Bowl or make a Giving Jar. Find a big
jar and label it: “Lenten Giving Jar” collect loose change
and give it to Catholic Charities or other Lenten service
projects going on.
So as we prepare for our 40 days in the desert, and we
concentrate on the Five Luminous Mysteries, we look forward to
growing in our faith closer to God during this Lenten Season. St.
Francis activities will seem a little more subdued as we quiet our
hearts for the coming of Christ and may the beginning of this
Lenten season allow you and your family to grow closer to God.
STUDENT OF THE MONTH FOR FEBRUARY
A Globally Aware Citizen

● Works toward peace and justice
● Exhibits an awareness of current events and their impact on
society

● Actively cares for the environment
● Takes responsibility for his/her own actions

February
Prekindergarten

Student of
the Month
Caleb
Swain

SLE(s) and Gospel Value
Caleb is an all around great kid. This
Gospel Value fits him so well, as he is
a problem solver. He holds himself
accountable and is honest with his
actions. He shows kindness to his

peers and teachers, and has shown
much growth. He shows love to
everyone in our class and always
attempts to make things run
smoothly for his teachers by helping
in any way he can. We appreciate
you so much Caleb! Thank you for
being you!
Kindergarten

Alina
Figuera

Alina models a Globally Aware
Citizen everyday. She is kind, caring,
helpful, loving, welcoming, patient,
dependable, and responsible. She
comes every morning with a
contagious smile and always greets
others. She helps others without
being asked to and always resolves
conflicts with respect and using kind
words. I can count on Alina to make
good choices and to be a role
model for the students. Alina, thank
you for sharing Jesus’ light with
others, keep shining!

First Grade

Giancarlo
Guzman

Giancarlo is someone who is aware
of what is happening in his
surroundings. He takes his learning in
the classroom and in the
playground. For example he plays
respectfully during recess as he
plays soccer and he shares his time
peacefully doing the right thing.
Another thing, he keeps an open
mind on learning new challenging
things and understands the
importance of it. Thank you for
being a Globally Aware Citizen,
Giancarlo!

Second Grade

Constanza Constanza is a very peaceful
Medina
student. She is always being the
kindest and most respectful student
to both her classmates and
teachers. She brings peace to the
playground and classroom as she
gets along well with everyone and
has a very peaceful demeanor.
When she is working with the
teacher she accepts their help
always with a peaceful smile! How
lucky we are to have such a great
role model in our class of a

peacemaker. God Bless you
Constanza!
Third Grade

Adrian
Vega

Adrain is an example of a globally
aware citizen. Adrian is helpful,
honest, dependable, and resilient.
Adrian never shies away from
noticing a friend who needs help, his
integrity shines through all of his
words and actions, and he tries his
best every day. Thank you for being
a positive role model for the
students in our class!

Fourth Grade

Valentin
Guzman

Valentin is a great example of a
Globally Aware Citizen. He is always
trying to help anyone who needs it.
He is a role model to his classmates
in the class and at recess. Keep it up
Valentin!

Fifth Grade

Emilio
Candeo

Emilio is an example of a globally
aware citizen. He tries to help out his
fellow classmates whenever
needed, he demonstrates what is
right and wrong within the classroom
and outside of the classroom. He is
engaged in what is happening in
the world around him and wants to
always make it a better place.

Sixth Grade

Isabella
Carrazco

Isabella is helpful with classmates,
volunteers to help with missing
student work, and always works
towards keeping peace within her
class. She has been practicing
Christ-like behavior during all classes,
she has been kind and courteous to
all of her peers, and a true team
member. Keep up the great work
Isabella. St. Francis is blessed to
have you here as part of our St.
Francis family!

Seventh Grade

Daniel
Renteria

Daniel is a great example of a
globally aware citizen. He takes
responsibility for his own actions and
actively cares for the environment.
He is very knowledgeable in current
events and likes to share the

knowledge with the class and his
classmates enjoy his stories.
Eighth Grade

Camila
Guiverra

Camila shows her interest in
humanity when she tries to raise the
morale of her fellow classmates. She
encourages them to look on the
bright side of situations, brings a
smile with her sense of humor, and
happily assists anyone who needs
her. Thank you Camila for sharing an
upbeat attitude and your can-do
spirit with others. It is appreciated!

Library

Sheccid
Robeson

Sheccid is a young lady who wants
a cause, something to challenge
her, something she could sacrifice
for. She doesn’t accept corrupt
practices, she stands up to them.
She is well read and likes to discuss
what she has learned. She has
taken on a practice of recycling
and using cloth bags to help our
environment and she encourages
others to do the same. Sheccid, like
St. Francis, is globally aware and
wants what is good for all. I admire
who you are, Sheccid and I know
God does too. Bless you.

Music

Elliot
Figueroa

Elliot enjoyed percussion lessons in
music. Elliot picked up the timing
and notes being played. He was
able to assist others in keeping time
and proper note placement.

Computer

Logan
Pilkington

I do not just see Logan in computer
class. I see him at recess as well. I
have to say I have enjoyed seeing
you progress from the beginning of
the year until now. You have been
well mannered and very conscious
of your surroundings. When you do
not like something or something
doesn’t go your way, you have
made a conscious decision to see
me and talk so things do not
escalate. I am so proud of you!
Continue to be unselfish and I want
you to understand I have noticed
your growth!

Physical
Education

Jose
Ibbara

Jose is always enthusiastic about PE
class. He is the first in line, ready for
instruction and alway gives 100%.
Jose helps get others involved in
exercises and displays positive
sportsmanship.

HOME AND SCHOOL NEWS
SAVE THE DATE!! Our annual Benefit for the Children will be
Saturday, April 30, 2022. Thank you for our wonderful Chair,
Melissa Tapia! This year’s event will be held at The Patio
Restaurant and a fun filled Hawaiian themed evening is being
planned! For anyone looking for volunteer opportunities, a
Benefit Committee Meeting will be announced soon.
We are hosting Soups and Stations on Friday, March 11th and
are looking for 5 families to drop off a homemade meatless
soup to the Parish Hall at 5 pm.
Check our volunteer link https://signup.com/go/FvxTywr for more
information and to sign up.

DADS’ CLUB
Congratulations to St. Francis Dads’ Club who had great
success with their annual Texas Hold’em Poker Tournament!
The dads did an amazing job organizing a fun event for all who
participated. We are very thankful for all of our sponsors and
the support they showed us! Great job Dads’ Club! May each
one of you be blessed for your dedication to St. Francis School.

BOOSTER CLUB NEWS
Booster Club will be hosting the March Spirit Day, Green and
White. Envelopes will be going home on Monday, March 7, $2
per child, $5 per family of 3 or more. They are due back into the
office on Wednesday, March 16. All funds will be donated to
Operation Rice Bowl!

ST. FRANCIS PARENT CLUB MEETINGS
Please join us at any of our meetings and see what we are all
about! We always need new and more members. Your
attendance can be counted toward your volunteer hours!
Home and
School

March

TBD

Booster Club

March 10

6:00

Library

Advisory
Council

March 10

5:15

Library

Dads’ Club

March

TBD

READ ACROSS ST. FRANCIS!
St. Francis School will be celebrating a special Read Across St.
Francis Day on March 17, 2022! We will have parents and
grandparents read stories along with some of our teachers and
our Student Council. If you are interested in reading to our
students on that day please call the office and sign up for a time
slot. Books should be about 15 minutes long and the readers
are encouraged to dress in character and/or bring props. It’s
going to be a fun filled day of reading at St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic School!

Box Tops App

Donating Box Tops to Saint Francis School will now be easier than
ever! Please download the Box Tops App on your Smartphone. Box Tops
will be transitioning from the physical Box Tops to digital only. All you will
need to do is scan your grocery receipt into the app and all your Box Top
donation money will automatically transfer to St. Francis School! If you
have any questions, please contact Nerissa Freeman, (602) 402-1964.

DIOCESESAN COMPLIANCE
In order to be a volunteer at St. Francis School you will need to
make sure that you have applied for clearance through the
Diocese of Tucson. It is Diocesan Policy that everyone is
cleared to work around St. Francis students. If you have not
completed the proper paperwork OR your clearance has
expired, please see the Diocesan Volunteer Screening Process
Sheet located on our website (About Us,
Volunteer/Partnership)..
If you have completed the application and the fingerprint
process you will need to call Eve Villegas at the parish office to
verify that you have been cleared. If you are still not cleared she
will let you know the reasons why you still have not been
cleared to volunteer at the school. Here are a few reasons she
has listed as to why our families are not cleared. Please make
contact with Eve Villegas, St. Francis compliance officer, to
determine if you are cleared to volunteer, 782-1875.
1. Wrong phone numbers for some of the references listed on
the application.
2. References not responding to our calls
3. References not wanting to answer our questions until they
clear it first with the applicant.
3. Applicants failed to electronically sign the PTO Form within
the 7-day period.
4. Some background checks expired and need to be
resubmitted.

