St. Francis Principal’s Newsletter

St. Francis Families,

January 2022
School Mass
Friday, January 7

As we return from our Christmas break we bring in the new year of
2022! Our prayer for all of our families is that God be with you
through this year and that you continue to listen and hear his voice in
your hearts! We pray His blessings and graces be upon your family.

Full Dress Uniform
with Sweater Vest
9:00 a.m.
Wednesday, January
12
Full Dress Uniform
with Sweater Vest
9:00 a.m.
Friday, January 21
Full Dress Uniform
with Sweater Vest
9:00 a.m.

God, thank you for a new year. May everyone in our family be willing to
begin anew with a clean slate. We know that you are always ready to
forgive us. Help us to be willing to forgive ourselves and to forgive one
another.
As we begin a new year, remind us of our truest values and our deepest
desires. Help us to live in the goodness that comes from doing what
you want us to do. Help us to put aside anxiety about the future and
the past, so that we might live in peace with you now, one day at a
time.

Friday, January 28
Full Dress Uniform
with Sweater Vest
9:00 a.m.
Sunday All School
Mass Catholic
Schools Week
Sunday, January 30
11:00 a.m.
Rosary
Thursday, January 20
At 2:15
3-8 Grade

Congratulations to our St. Francis School Spelling Bee
Winners!
Daniel Renteria is our All School Winner
1st place winner for 4th-8th is Daniel Renteria
(6th Grade)
2nd place, Aiden Evangelista
(8th Grade))

Reminders
January calendar is
now located in
Parents Web and in
the Brown Envelope
and under Calendars
tab on our new
website.
Sports Banquet
Will be held on
Wednesday, January
19, 2022- at 6:00 in
the Parish Hall.

Student of the
Month
Will be awarded on
Friday, January 7 at
1:15 via Zoom.
Report Cards
Report Cards will be
going home on
Wednesday, January
12, 2022. Please
note this is also a
half-day of school and
students will be
dismissed at 12:05.
Report Card
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic Schools’ Week
Envelopes will be due
on Friday, January 28,
We are excited to announce we will be celebrating Catholic
2022.

Schools week beginning Sunday, January 30 by hosting the
8:30 Mass at the St. Michael the Archangel Church on MCAS
and the 11:00 Mass at St. Francis of Assisi Church. This is a
great time for our school to showcase and be witnesses of the
importance of Catholic education. It also shows our community
the partnership we have with our parents in helping our children
grow in the image and likeness of God, being peacemakers in
their community, and beacons for HOPE for all! We would love
to fill the church with our families in appreciation to our St.
Francis Parish community for their support of our school!

Conferences
For K-5 on Friday,
January 14 and
January 13-14 for
grades 6-8. These
are not mandatory
conferences, but if
your child is
experiencing
difficulties, please call
the school office to
make an appointment.

Below is a schedule of the festivities we celebrate for Catholic
Schools’ Week from January 30-February 4, 2022.
Date
Sunday,
January 30

What
All Schools’
Mass

Where/Time
8:30
Base Chapel

NOTES
Full Dress
Uniform

11:00
St. Francis
Church
Monday
January 31

Tuesday
February 1

Prayer, Flag
Raising and
Proclamation

8:15 at
flagpole

*Morning Hot
Chocolate

8:00 under
the ramada

Take your
child to lunch
out in town

11:00- 1:00
Extended
Lunch

PE uniform

Full Dress
uniform

You must
check your
child out at
the front
office. If you
are planning
on another
adult taking
your child to
lunch then
you MUST
call the office
on Monday,
January 31 to
let us know.
Wednesday

Pajama Day
Pep
Assembly

Teachers will also be
requesting
conferences.

PE uniform or
appropriate
PJs

NO SCHOOL
Monday, January 17,
Martin Luther King Jr.
Day. Classes will
resume on Tuesday,
January 18, 2022.

LEGO Day in the Library

Thursday

Friday

Crazy
Hair/Sock
Day
Dads’
Club/Home
and School
Picnic

All School
Liturgy
Donuts and
Hot cocoa
after mass

11:30-12:15
on the
Ramada/play
ground

Everyone in
every grade is
invited to
bring their
LEGO
Creations and
art projects to
school to be
displayed in
our library.
Show us what
you can do!

Daily Dress
Uniform

You must
check your
child out at
the front
office. If you
are planning
on another
adult taking
your child to
lunch then
you MUST
call the office
on Monday,
January 31 to
let us know.
9:00 Mass
10:00 donuts
on the
ramada

Full Dress
Uniform

STUDENT OF THE MONTH FOR DECEMBER
Patience and Perseverance
● Having courage to push beyond my perceived limitations, the ability to
keep fighting, and the strength to endure through the struggle. “Not only
that, but we even boast of our afflictions, knowing that affliction produces
endurance, and endurance, proven character, and proven character,
hope.” (Romans 5:3-4)

December
Student of the Month

SLE(s) and Gospel Value

Prekindergarten
Yvette Marinez

This month's Gospel Value was a
perfect fit for Yvette. She takes
accountability for actions and words,
and is honest with herself and teachers.
I love how she always comes into class
each day, ready to learn with a big
smile on her face. She continues to
persevere at school with all of her
efforts, and we are so proud of her.
Great job, Yvette!

Kindergarten
Armando Mexia

Armando is always modeling Patience
and Perseverance. Armondo is kind,
loving, responsible, and a role model.
When completing a task, he waits
patiently in a diligent learning position.
He completes all the work with his best
effort! He comes in every morning with
a smile and greets his teachers. Keep
up the amazing work Armando, we are
extremely proud of you!

First Grade
Carlos Ochoa

Carlos has shown wonderful patience
and perseverance. He has consistently
turned in quality work each day. He
strives to do his best and continues to
grow and be the best person he can
be! Carlos is very quiet and loves to
follow directions and procedures. Thank
you for being patient. I am proud of
you Carlos!

Second Grade
Jaxxon Castro

Jaxxon is a prime example of patience
and perseverance. He has shown
tremendous growth in maturity and
achievement this term. Jaxxon has
learned Jesus does not expect us to be
perfect but to try and show that we are

his disciples. Jaxxon puts his best effort
even when challenged and continues
to show perseverance each and every
day! I am very proud!!!
Third Grade
Ivanna Garibaldi

Ivanna has shown Patience and
Perseverance every day since
becoming a student at St. Francis this
year. She has put tremendous effort
into every part of her day being a role
model for strong work ethic,
determination, and giving every lesson
her best! Amazing work, Ivanna! I am so
proud of you, your effort, and I can see
how your patience and perseverance
leads you to your future success!

Fourth Grade
Billie Higuera

Billie has demonstrated the gospel
value of patience and perseverance.
She has been putting effort in all her
academics. When things get hard she is
one to ask questions and tries her
hardest to do the best she can even if it
means coming in during recess to get
help. Keep it up! Ms. Y.Lopez

Fifth Grade
Kamilah Ramirez

Kamilah has been a wonderful help my
first two weeks here. She is constantly
demonstrating the gospel value of
patience and perseverance as I learn
the ropes. She continues to work hard
to learn and to help teach others. I
know she will be a successful student
throughout her academic career.

Sixth Grade
Cesar Medina

Cesar demonstrates patience and
perseverance when he comes to class
prepared and ready to give his best.
Even when he’s tired he digs deep and
keeps going - always with a smile! He
waits patiently when he needs to,
without being a distraction to anyone
else. Thank you, Cesar, for your effort
and wonderful manners!

Seventh Grade
Emma Lackey

Emma is a great example of a student
that is patient and perseveres on her
academics. Emma strives to be the
best version of herself. She is kind and
patient with her classmates and her
teachers. She is a pleasure to have in
class.

Eighth Grade
McKenzie
Avelar-Pilkington

McKenzie has the courage to push
beyond her perceived limitations and
the ability to keep going even when
things become tough. McKenzie has
established a presence in class that
showcases her strengths academically.
She has built an endurance to meet the
challenges and prepare for high
school. Keep up the hard work!

Library
Daniel Renteria

Daniel is a wonderful example of a
young man who observes and
accesses situations before acting. He is
patient, polite, steadfast and Christlike.
In the library he asks about subjects
that interest him and is independent in
searching for this information. I enjoy
perusing the shelves with him and
listening to his intelligent comments
about books. It is so nice to have him at
St. Francis. God bless you, Daniel.

Computers
Arnold Sanchez
Quintero

Arnold is the quietest student in his
class. I may forget he is in class
sometimes. I never have to remind
Arnold about procedures in class. He is
patient, no matter how long he has to
wait. He has also persevered through
computer class. I would have to help
Arnold on the computer. Now he does
it all on his own. It is a joy to have you in
class and God Bless.

Music
Enrique Garibaldi

Enrique memorized the lyrics to the
Christmas Play Song, “Do you hear
what I hear.” Initially the song proved to
be difficult but with much
perseverance Enrique learned the song
and became a leader in the singing of
it. With his leadership the entire class
was motivated to learn and sing the
song with confidence and increased
volume.

PE
Lucas Freeman

Luke was able to show his love and skills
in hockey. The PE classes played floor
hockey for 2 weeks and Luke was able
to assist his classmates with basic stick
control and team spacing, helping the
class with having an enjoyable
exposure to the sport. Luke patiently
helped others while at the same time

showcase his understanding of Hockey
fundamentals.

HOME AND SCHOOL NEWS
Congratulations to our Christmas Preferred Parking Raffle
winners:
●
●
●
●

The Urbieta Family
The Pilkington Family
The Figueroa Family
The Freeman Family

These parking spots will expire at the end of 2022! Thank you
to everyone who participated and helped us run a successful
fundraiser.
We are excited to celebrate Catholic Schools Week (#CSW22),
details are in the flyer in the Brown Envelope. We are also in
need of volunteers, please check out Signup.com to see how
you can help!

DADS’ CLUB
The Dads’ Club will be hosting a fundraising tournament again
this year on February 11, 2022 at the Patio Restaurant. The
Texas Hold'em registration starts at noon and game play will be
approximately 1 pm, tickets are $50. Attached to the Brown
Envelope is the schedule and Sponsorship form, please help
us spread the word and make our Dads’ Club event as
successful as possible.
Dads’ Club fundraising funds go directly back to the school as
they are donating a brand new playground equipment for the
prekindergarten and kindergarten students, that meets the age
level requirements. The new equipment should be available to
the students after spring break! Thanks Dads’ Club for
fundraising and giving back to our kiddos!
So, please support Dads’ Club by helping them find sponsors
or individuals to participate in the Texas Hold’em tournament on
February 12, 2022! You can contact Alex Gallardo at (928)
247-3314 and Aurelio Alvarez (928) 446-4075.

BOOSTER CLUB NEWS
Booster Club will be hosting the January Spirit Day,
NFL/Football jersey.
Envelopes will be going home on
Thursday, January 12, 2022, $2 per child, $5 per family of 3 or
more. They are due back into the office on Monday morning,
January 24, 2022.
We are hosting our fall sports SF Sports Banquet on
Wednesday, January 19 at 6:00. If you are in need of hours,
cleared to volunteer and would like to volunteer please contact
Gabby
Trevino
via
text
(928-446-1125)
or
email
Missgabby18@gmail.com.
Our Booster Club is also selling SF merchandise (flyers located
in the brown envelope and the lobby sorter. Booster Club’s goal
is to continue building school spirit by offering our families
clothing that represents our school pride. If you have not
purchased, please look over the flyer and consider supporting
our Booster Club and school spirit. Please contact Gabby
Trevino regarding ordering or orders.
1. SF Shirt - $16
2. SF Hoodie - $30 adult L and $27 Youth

ST. FRANCIS PARENT CLUB MEETINGS
Please join us at any of our meetings and see what we are all
about! We always need new and more members. Your
attendance can be counted toward your volunteer hours!
Home and
School

January 21

10:30

Parish
Theater

Booster Club

TBD

Advisory
Council

January 13

5:15

Library

Dads’ Club

January 6

6:30

The Patio

VOLUNTEER NEEDS
● Snack Sales on Tuesday and Thursdays from
11:20-12:45, please contact Aryana Esparza.
● EARN volunteer hours by donating the following to help
support the 4-8 grade positive behavior reward system.
The following are the items that can be donated and
counted towards service hours so long as they are worth
$50. When you drop off the items at the office, please fill
out a volunteer form and a receipt with the purchases:
○ 1. Bags of fun-size candy (ie. Skittles, Starburst,
Snickers, Reese’s, Sour Patch, Jolly Ranchers,
lollipops)
○ 2. Full-size candy boxes (ie. Skittles, Starburst,
Snickers, Reese’s, Sour Patch)
○ 3. Box of snack-size (1 oz) chips
○ 4. Box of personal-size (1.25-2 oz) chips
○ 5. Five $5 gift cards
○ 6. One $25 gift card(s)

Box Tops App

Donating Box Tops to Saint Francis School will now be easier than
ever! Please download the Box Tops App on your Smartphone. Box Tops
will be transitioning from the physical Box Tops to digital only. All you will
need to do is scan your grocery receipt into the app and all your Box Top
donation money will automatically transfer to St. Francis School! If you
have any questions, please contact Nerissa Freeman, (602) 402-1964.

DIOCESESAN COMPLIANCE
In order to be a volunteer at St. Francis School you will need to
make sure that you have applied for clearance through the
Diocese of Tucson. It is Diocesan Policy that everyone is
cleared to work around St. Francis students. If you have not
completed the proper paperwork OR your clearance has
expired, please see the Diocesan Volunteer Screening Process
Sheet
located
on
our
website
(About
Us,
Volunteer/Partnership)..

If you have completed the application and the fingerprint
process you will need to call Eve Villegas at the parish office to
verify that you have been cleared. If you are still not cleared she
will let you know the reasons why you still have not been
cleared to volunteer at the school. Here are a few reasons she
has listed as to why our families are not cleared. Please make
contact with Eve Villegas, St. Francis compliance officer, to
determine if you are cleared to volunteer, 782-1875.
1. Wrong phone numbers for some of the references listed on
the application.
2. References not responding to our calls
3. References not wanting to answer our questions until they
clear it first with the applicant.
3. Applicants failed to electronically sign the PTO Form within
the 7-day period.
4. Some background checks expired and need to be
resubmitted.

