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St. Francis Families,

Thank you so much for choosing us to be your child’s school family!
With COVID19 in the forefront of last year and this year, we have
learned a lot about God’s plan, adaptability, patience, kindness, and
how much we need each other!

We had a successful school year through all the ups and downs and we
have worked together as a team to provide your students with the best
possible education under all circumstances!

As we begin looking into the next school year I would like to thank
our staff who did an incredible job learning on the spot and providing
our students with distance virtual and in class learning, sometimes a
combo.  We have truly dedicated individuals who have chosen to share
their love for their vocation with St. Francis!  God has truly blessed
us!

We have two individuals who have been called by God to travel a new
journey!   Sr. Hannah Johnecheck will be moving to St. Xavier School
in Tucson and Mrs. Margie Tanaka will be retiring (for the second
time) to enjoy some quiet time with her family.  We pray for them and
appreciate all they contributed to our school while they were here.

We have been blessed again by God that our second and fifth grade
positions have been filled by two exceptional Catholic teachers.  Sr.
Maria Goretti Scandaliato will be replacing Mrs. Tanaka in the fifth
grade classroom and Mrs. Rebecca Minaitis will be replacing Sr.
Hannah in the second grade classroom.  Both teachers come with
experience and most importantly the love for Catholic education.

Below is the staff for the school year 2021-22.

School Mass
Friday, May 7

9:00 a.m.
May Crowning

(2nd Grade Only)

Thursday, May 14
9:00 a.m.
3-5 Grade

Friday, May 21
9:00 a.m.

8th Grade Farewell
Mass

(7-8 Grades Only)

Friday, May 28
9:00 a.m. ( Grade)

Sunday All School
Mass

Sunday, May16
11:00 a.m.

(Kindergarten )

*Free dress on
Tuesday,
May 18

For those students
who attended

Sunday’s Mass

Rosary
Thursday, May 13

In Class



St. Francis of Assisi 2021-22 St

Grade Teacher Aide

Pre Kindergarten Erika Garcia TBD

Kindergarten Eva Torres Joleen Munoz

First Ana Zazueta Irene Frankart

Second Rebecca Miknaitis

Third Stephanie Rundle

Fourth Yesica Lopez

Fifth Sr. Maria Goretti

Sixth MariAnn Slater

Seventh Vicky Navarrete

Eighth Jennifer Casanova

Advanced Math Ashely Taylor

Library Mary Slater

Computer/PE Everett McKinney

Interventionist Viola Lopez Silvia Lackey
Selene Hinojosa

School Secretary Stella Ochoa Sr. Mary Beth

Tuition/ScholarshipCoo
rdinator

Alma Lopez

Primary Instructional
Coach

Alena Ibarra

Principal Veronica Lopez

Reminders
Annual School

Calendar will be
uploaded to our

website on June 1,
2021

Student of the
Month

Will be awarded on
Friday, May 7 at 1:30
via Zoom.

Yearbooks for Sale!
Cost $17.00 each.

Limited number
available. On sale
now at the school

office!



STUDENT OF THE MONTH FOR APRIL

For the month of April we are celebrating students who have exhibited
the qualities of showing the gospel value Integrity, Acting and
speaking with honesty and sincerity. “Do to others as you would have
them do to you. “ (Luke 6:31)

APRIL Student of
the Month

SLE(s) and Gospel Value

Prekindergart
en

Luke
Casanova

I want to start with saying how
proud I am of Luke. His growth has
been phenomenal this year, and I
can’t express that enough. Luke
has grown into a great student
both in the classroom and at
recess. I have seen him display
several acts of integrity by how he
treats his peers, and how he treats
himself. He is honest and takes
accountability. If he knows
something will keep him from
making the “right choice” he
moves away from that scenario
and verbalizes why he is removing
himself. He is honest about his
feelings, problems, and the best
solutions for him. He shows much
love to his classmates and
teachers. I am super proud of you
Luke!

Kindergarten Emily Padilla Emily shows integrity in the
classroom and in the playground.
She is kind, welcoming, honest,
and cares about God’s creation.
In the playground, she picks up
trash without us asking her to. She
takes accountability for her
actions, and always tries to do her
very best in everything. She
completes her work neatly with a
positive attitude. Keep up the
amazing work Emily! I am so proud
of you!

First Grade Jose Perez
-Ley

Jose is always trying to do what is
good and right. He is honest and
kind to his classmates in the
classroom and at the playground.



He truly shows the Gospel Value of
Integrity. Thank you Jose for being
a great example!

Second
Grade

Elle DelaToba Elle is an amazing example of
integrity. She has acted with
honesty and sincerity day-in and
day-out this year. She faithfully and
constantly treats her classmates
with love and respect. She
faithfully and constantly is an
example to them of what is good
and right. When she does her work
she completes her best work
always with a positive and
dedicated spirit. I am so proud of
you Elle!

Third Grade Preston
Rivera

Preston’s daily actions always
demonstrate the amount of
integrity he uses in all situations.
Preston not only is honest and
trustworthy, he holds himself
accountable which shows the high
standards he has set for himself.
Preston’s positive spirit is
contagious!  Congratulations,
Preston!

Fourth Grade Alina Castillo Alina is a good example of
integrity. In the short period of time
she has been with us,  her integrity
shines in everything she does in
class. She is always speaking in
honesty. Keep up the good work
Alina!   God Bless,
Ms.Y.Lopez
Mrs.Tanaka

Fifth Grade Ana
Hernandez

Ana is a student who demonstrates
integrity in the classroom by
making others feel welcome. She
works well  with any student she is
partnered up with and always
makes that student feel at ease if
they are having difficulty with a
lesson. We are very proud of all
your efforts, Ana!
God bless you! Mrs. Tanaka and
Ms. Y Lopez



Sixth Grade Alexander
Conte

Alex consistently stays true to
himself and is honest. He truly
exhibits the Gospel Value of
Integrity and is a role model for his
fellow classmates. He looks out for
his peers and does his very best to
help others in need. Alex makes
choices daily that showcases his
integrity. He follows directions,
stays on task, puts forth
tremendous effort into every piece
of work that he does, and sets an
example for others without being
asked. Alex, thank you for
following in the footsteps of Christ.
God bless.

Seventh
Grade

Isabella
Thurber

Honesty, responsibility, and helping
others are a few of Isabella’s traits
that display her integrity.  She is a
well-behaved and trustworthy
student and we can always count
on her in class. Her sincerity and
ability to be a role model to others
is much appreciated. Keep up the
good work!

Eighth Grade Ashlyn Arias
(nominated
by Mrs.
Whitman)

Ashlyn has proven to be a
trustworthy individual who people
can count on to be honest in her
speech and faithful to her goals.
She shares her ideas in a respectful
and careful way keeping in mind
the feelings of others.  Continue to
shine your light to others in high
school Ashlyn!

Library Frank
Valencia

Frank has an honest and good
hearted manner in which he shows
great integrity. His patience and
self-control are admirable and he
has a spiritual maturity as well.
Frank leads by his good example
ever avoiding extremes. Key to
integrity is knowing what God
expects of us and Frank knows.
Whoever walks in integrity walks
securely. God bless you, Frank.

PE Luna Vargas It is a pleasure to see Luna grow



this year. I believe she definitely
deserves this award for this month.
She has been working very hard to
have integrity. If she’s doing good
or wrong, she will be honest with
you. I respect Luna for that. I know
I’ll receive the truth from her. The
sky is the limit for Luna!

Computers Azeah
Esparza

Azeah is always doing the right
thing. He doesn’t try to embarrass
anyone. He helps those who are
struggling and is considerate.
Azeah plays the games the way it
is supposed to be played. He will
win or lose with integrity. God Bless
Azeah

Knights of Columbus Partners with St. Francis School
St. Francis School is partnering up with the St. Francis Knights of
Columbus on their annual raffle.  The KOC will be providing 50% of their
sales of tickets to St. Francis School.  Our goal is to put the money toward
a 30 Chromebook cart for the third grade classroom. Please join us in our
effort in earning $3,000 to help purchase a Chromebook cart.  Tickets are
$5 per ticket, $20 for 5 tickets, $100 for 30 tickets and we will be selling
tickets until Friday, May 14, 2021.  Please stop by our office for a book!

Yearbooks Are On Sale Now!
The 2020-2021 Yearbooks will arrive at St. Francis School the last week of
May!  The price to purchase a Yearbook is $17.00. We have a limited
number of yearbooks for sale so if you are interested in purchasing one
please fill out the Yearbook Order Form ( click on the link) and send it to
the school office with your payment.

HOME AND SCHOOL NEWS
Thank you to everyone who helped make our hybrid Benefit for
the Children a great success! We want to especially thank our
sponsors: Haven Health Sandpointe, Haven Health Yuma,
Chevron Shay Oil Company, Strong Beginnings, and the
tremendous generosity of Chef & Mrs. Trujillo. In addition, we
are grateful to Lora Flowers for her support as well as Caroline
Fabius-Hohuan.

https://stfrancisschoolyuma.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/Yearbook-order-form-2020-2021.pdf


We were blessed to continue our fundraising efforts through this
challenging year and our plans are to evaluate and support the
needs of the school over the summer.

In continuing to plan for next year, we would like to welcome our
2021-2022 school board:

President: Nerissa Freeman
Vice-President:  Jenny Beltran
Secretary: Elizabeth Urbieta
Treasurer:  Veronica Flores

Room Parent Liaison: Jean Amon
Historian:  Olga Chapman-Gonzales

Again, thank you for your support through this year, we are truly
blessed!

BOOSTER CLUB NEWS
The Booster Club will be hosting a Green and Gold Spirit Day on Tuesday,
May 11.  Envelopes are due to the office not later than the end of day,
Monday, May 10.
.

ST. FRANCIS PARENT CLUB MEETINGS
Please join us at any of our meetings and see what we are all
about!  We always need new and more members.  Your
attendance can be counted toward your volunteer hours!

Home and
School

May 17 11:00 p.m. Zoom

Booster Club May 7 12:00 Ramada

Advisory
Council

May 20 5:15 Zoom

Dads’ Club PENDING



Box Tops App

Donating Box Tops to Saint Francis School will now be easier than
ever! Please download the Box Tops App on your Smartphone. Box Tops
will be transitioning from the physical Box Tops to digital only.  All you will
need to do is scan your grocery receipt into the app and all your Box Top
donation money will automatically transfer to St. Francis School!  If you
have any questions, please contact Nerissa Freeman, (602) 402-1964.

DIOCESESAN COMPLIANCE
In order to be a volunteer at St. Francis School you will need to
make sure that you have applied for clearance through the
Diocese of Tucson.  It is Diocesan Policy that everyone is
cleared to work around St. Francis students.  If you have not
completed the proper paperwork OR your clearance has
expired, please see the Diocesan Volunteer Screening Process
Sheet located on our website (About Us,
Volunteer/Partnership)..

If you have completed the application and the fingerprint
process you will need to call Eve Villegas at the parish office to
verify that you have been cleared. If you are still not cleared she
will let you know the reasons why you still have not been
cleared to volunteer at the school.  Here are a few reasons she
has listed as to why our families are not cleared. Please make
contact with Eve Villegas, St. Francis compliance officer, to
determine if you are cleared to volunteer, 782-1875.
1.  Wrong phone numbers for some of the references listed on
the application.
2.  References not responding to our calls
3.  References not wanting to answer our questions until they
clear it first with the applicant.
3.  Applicants failed to electronically sign the PTO Form within
the 7-day period.
4.  Some background checks expired and need to be
resubmitted.




