St. Francis Principal’s Newsletter

St. Joseph Feast Day

March 2021

MASS 6-8 Grades
Thursday, March 18 at
11:20
Full Dress Uniform
NO sweater vest required

MASS PreK-2 Grades
Friday, March 26
Full Dress Uniform
Sweater Vest

Stations of the Cross
Wednesday, March 17
(in class)
Wednesday, March 24
(in class)

March 19, 2021
Reminders
The Holy Father has announced in the Apostolic Letter that on the
150th Anniversary of the Proclamation of St. Joseph as Patron of the
Universal Church he is establishing the year so that “every member
of the faithful, following St. Joseph’s example and may he help
strengthen their life of faith daily in the complete fulfillment of God’s
will.” The following website provides further information regarding the
Pope’s proclamation.
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_letters/documents/
papa-francesco-lettera-ap_20201208_patris-corde.

SPRING BREAK
AND EASTER
BREAK
March 29-April 5
Students return to
school on Tuesday,
April 6, 2021
LENTEN
Spirit Day Dress
St. Patrick’s
Green Spirit day

Wednesday, March
17

St. Joseph (San Giuseppe) Feast Day Traditions From
Italy
St. Joseph’s feast day is coming up on March 19, and it’s actually a solemnity.
There are many Catholic traditions that surround this beautiful day, especially
traditions originating in Italy.
This feast day is actually huge all around the world! People in Sicily Italy, Spain,
and Poland all make a big deal out of celebrating St. Joseph’s day. It’s also a day
that is widely celebrated by Italian Americans, especially in New England and also
New Orleans. Many of these traditions originate in Sicily, Italy.
There was a great famine in Sicily caused by a drought in the Middle Ages, and
the people prayed to St. Joseph for relief. These prayers brought on massive rain
that spared their Spring crops, and it’s believed that this is why St. Joseph’s
celebration is held in March each year. Here is a great website that you and your
family can use to celebrate the year of St. Joseph.
https://www.catholicicing.com/st-joseph-feast-day-celebration-ideas/

$2 per student or
$5 per family
(proceeds will go to
CRS Rice Bowl)
The March calendar
is now located in
Parents Web and in
the Brown Envelope
and under Calendars
tab on our new
website.
Student of the
Month for January
Will be awarded on
Friday, March 12
at 1:30 via Zoom.
Report Cards
Report cards will be
sent home on
Thursday,
March 18, 2021
Third Quarter
Conferences
Scheduled for Friday,
March 19, 2021

First Day of Fourth
Quarter
March 8, 2020

St. Francis Students will add to our own St. Joseph’s Altar
located in the school library throughout the week.

STUDENT OF THE MONTH FOR FEBRUARY
For the month of December we were looking for students who modeled the
Gospel Value of diligence, being thankful for every gift and lesson they learn.
Congratulations to the students who were role models for sharing the Gospel Value
of diligence.

ZOOM ZOOM!

December

Student of the Month
Diligence

Maylie McKivergan
PreKindergarten

Maylie is very friendly and welcoming. She
has a good energy that is positive to herself
and others around her. She always includes
her peers. When someone is feeling sad or
upset, she never hesitates to ask them
what’s wrong and practices steps to calm
down to talk about what happened. She is
also helpful to her peers and teachers.
Good job, Maylie!

Damian Ramirez
Kindergarten

Damian is kind, loving, and cares deeply for
everyone. He greets his teachers,
classmates, everyone else. He compliments
others and always uses the words “God
bless you.” He has such a beautiful heart,
and seeing him share God’s love with others
is amazing! Thank you for helping build a
strong, loving community Damian. We are
so proud of you!

Zak Bustamante
First Grade

Zak is a student that is always willing to help
his brother and other classmates in the
classroom. He works great and
communicates well with his peers. Zak is kind
and friendly to all his classmates. Great job,
Zak!

Sadie Thompson
Second Grade

Sadie guides and supports our Second
Grade Classroom by her quiet witness and
example. She consistently shows her
classmates how to respect, love and care
for others. She welcomes everyone. She is
also happy to let her classmates’ needs and
desires come before hers. Thank you Sadie
for being that quiet, loving, witness for us!

Siiena Attili
Third Grade

Siena has been a champion of keeping our
online students engaged bringing a sense
of community to our students even from
afar. She has brought that same
enthusiasm and inclusion to the classroom,
making new friends and helping her
classmates transition to a larger class. Great
job, Siena! St. Francis is lucky to have you!

Athea Camacho
Fourth Grade

Athea, has shown the SLE’s of Community.
She is always helping anyone who needs
help. Being her first year at St. Francis she
has already established a loving and caring
community with her classmates in class.
Great Job Athea!

Katyln Quintero

Katelynn deserves the Community

Fifth Grade

nomination because she is always offering
to help others, including the teacher. She
has a tender heart for helping people in
need. Katelynn also likes to share bible
readings that she reads independently with
her classroom community. I am very proud
of you, Katelynn. God bless!

Olivia Taylor
Sixth Grade

Olivia has a genuine kind nature about her
that all of her classmates admire. She is
community oriented and works to make
class enjoyable for everyone. She is patient,
cooperative, and committed to doing the
right thing and encourages others to do the
same. God bless you for your Christ like
behavior and your ability to lead as Jesus
did. We are so blessed to have you as part
of our Saint Francis family!

Adam Thomas
Seventh Grade

Adam was nominated for this award
because he consistently offers assistance to
anyone in need, whether it be his teachers
or classmates. He is especially eager to help
people who are new to our St. Francis
community. Thank you, Adam for always
being on the lookout for ways you can be a
light for others through your kind acts of
service.

Abril Sanchez
Eighth Grade

Abril has been a student who is committed
to building a welcoming, strong, and loving
community in our eighth grade classroom.
She cares truly about the unity of the class
family as a whole and strives to seek out
ways to keep it that way. Thank you for
recognizing that we are one body in Christ.
Keep it up!

Ramsey Harrison
Library

From the first day I met Ramsey I could tell
that she had an exceptionally loving heart.
She never hesitates to make others feel
welcome, in fact, she notices when
someone might need a little special
encouragement to feel comfortable in the
group and takes the initiative to bring them
on in. Ramsey fits into many different groups
in our Yuma community and helps build up
the Body of Christ in each one of them. God
bless you Ramsey, and God bless your
loving heart.

Faith Grijalva
Computer

Faith is a wonderful student to have around.
She is great to her peers and respectful to

her teachers. Faith is always thinking about
the next person. Faith could accidentally
run into someone and get hurt. The first
thing she would ask is, if the other person is
okay. That is how selfless she is. I believe
God has his messengers, I believe Faith is
one of them. Everytime she comes into a
room, the room brightens up. The
atmosphere changes because of her
willingness to make everyone around her
happy. This is not easy Faith, keep shining
your light! God Bless!

MIDDLE SCHOOL SCIENCE FAIR WINNERs

STUDENT

PROJECT

CATEGORY

6-CH010

Poppin’ Popcorn

MariAnn Slater

Kianna Alvarez

SARSEF Grand Award:
3rd Place

Chemical Science

6-HW010

Does Wearing a Mask
Decrease Your Oxygen
Level?

MariAnn Slater

Brody Amon

Health and Wellness

SARSEF Grand Award:
1st Place
6-CH022
Emily Olsen

What Detergent Kills the
Most Bacteria?

MariAnn Slater
Chemical Science

SARSEF Grand Award:
3rd Place
6-CH023
Stella Perricone

Which Shampoo Makes
Lamb Wool the Whitest?

MariAnn Slater
Chemical Science

SARSEF Grand Award:
3rd Place
6-CH025

Sugar & Cookies

MariAnn Slater

Olivia Taylor

SARSEF Grand Award:
3rd Place

Chemical Science

7-BE014

Do You Really Look Like
Your Parents As a
Baby?

MariAnn Slater

Mckenzie Avelar
Pilkington

Behavioral and Social
Science

SARSEF Board of
Directors Award – $50
check and certificate
7-BE015
Sienna Fernandez

The Effect of Music on
Memory
SARSEF Grand Award:
3rd Place

7-EA012
Lucas Freeman

Can Natural Materials
Remove Impurities
From Unprocessed
Irrigation Water?

MariAnn Slater
Behavioral and Social
Science

MariAnn Slater
Earth and
Environmental Science

SARSEF Grand Award:
2nd Place
7-HW004
Julissa Piedrahita

Which Dance Move Best
Affects Your Heart
Rate?
SARSEF Grand Award:

MariAnn Slater
Health and Wellness

3rd Place
7-BE017
Taryn Stevenson

Does Color Affect Your
Memory?
SARSEF Grand Award:
3rd Place

8-EE018
Giselle Amezquita

Will Homemade
Biodiesel Be an As
Effective Fuel As Canola
Oil?

MariAnn Slater
Behavioral and Social
Science

MariAnn Slater
Energy and
Environmental
Engineering

SARSEF Grand Award:
1st Place
8-ER015

Rocket Science

MariAnn Slater

Gabrino Fernandez

SARSEF Grand Award:
3rd Place

Engineering, Robotics,
and Computer Science

Aerospace Excellence
Award – $75 Gift
Certificate to Rocketry
Works
8-HW001
Briana Munoz

Which Toothpaste Helps
Whiten Teeth With
Braces Best?

MariAnn Slater
Health and Wellness

SARSEF Grand Award:
3rd Place

8-AP012
Abril Sanchez

Hydroponics or Peat
Moss: Which One
Increases Plant Growth
the Most?

MariAnn Slater
Animal and Plant
Science

SARSEF Grand Award:
3rd Place
8-CH025
Mariana Vega

Best Nail Polish
Remover
SARSEF Grand Award:

MariAnn Slater
Chemical Science

3rd Place

COVID SYMPTOM PROTOCOL REMINDER
Please remember to check your child’s temperature and note if they
have any of the symptoms, listed in our Safety Protocol. If they do,
please keep them home and call Ms. Ochoa to report symptoms. Also,
please remember that if a student reports or is sent to the office with
any of the symptoms listed, parents will be called and the student and
siblings will be sent home. IF you have any student with any other
health issues such as allergies and/or asthma, please call Ms. Ochoa as
she will provide you with the necessary paperwork to provide your
doctor.
As we move through our traditional platform we continue to work
through our mitigation process. We currently have our students
wearing their facemask and are 4 feet apart from each other. If you
are wanting your child to have more protection we are providing our
students the option to either wear a face shield (with mask underneath)
and/or use a privacy folder. Please let your teacher know through
email if you would like that added protection.
SCRIP
Please remember that we are still continuing with the commitment of
$2,000 per family of Scrip purchases. You can purchase the physical
gift cards at school or use the Scrip website - ShopwithScrip.com to
purchase egift cards or to reload your gift cards. Our Enrollment Code
is 15LD9B9C9L9 to set up your online account. Please contact Ms.
Ochoa with any questions.
We sent out a Scrip invoice on December 3, 2020 via email letting you
know how much Scrip you have purchased up to that point, which is
about half the year. Most families should have already purchased at
least $1000. All SCRIP family commitments must be completed by
Friday, May 14, 2020.
HOME AND SCHOOL NEWS
The SF Home and School Association would like to thank the following
sponsors for their support of our teachers:
Gold Sponsors
1st Bank Yuma - Pay It Forward
JV Farms

CORE Engineering Group

Silver Sponsors
ATP & Associates
Pediatric Dentistry of Yuma
With the inability to fundraise this year, we have been blessed by these
sponsors who continue to support the mission of St. Francis school with
their financial support. Thanks to these businesses, we were able to
provide our heroes, the teachers and staff of St. Francis School, with their
annual Christmas bonus. We are incredibly grateful for their support!
There are also some important dates coming up. Please look for more
information to be emailed to you and mark your calendars!
★ Friday, April 16th - Annual Walk-a-thon
★ Saturday, April 17th - Benefit for the Children Dinner &
Auction
★ Wednesday, April 21st - Administrative Assistant’s Day
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS RAFFLE!
St. Francis is partnering with Knights of Columbus on the annual raffle.
They have graciously asked us to participate and would give the school
50% of the proceeds to help offset the purchase of 30 new chromebooks.
This is a voluntary participation and you can pick up tickets in the front
office with Ms. Ochoa or Mrs. A. Lopez. The cost of tickets are $5 per
ticket, 5 for $20, and 30 for $100 .We ask that you return your raffle ticket
entries and money to the office, no later than Friday, May 7, 2021.
●
●
●
●

Grand Prize: $10,000
2nd Prize: $7000
3rd Prize: $5000
4th Prize: $1000

Any student or family who sells more than 5 booklets of tickets will earn a
ticket to be put into a drawing to win a $50 gift card of their choice.

ST. FRANCIS PARENT CLUB MEETINGS
Please join us at any of our meetings and see what we are all
about! We always need new and more members. Please
contact Home and School President, Nerissa Freeman for the

Home and School meeting, and contact the school office for the
Advisory Council and Dads’ meeting.
Home and
School

April 6

8:15 am

Zoom

Advisory
Council

April 22

5:30 pm

Zoom

Booster Club

TBD

6:30 pm

Zoom

Dads’ Club

TBD

6:00 pm

TBD

Box Tops App

Donating Box Tops to Saint Francis School will now be easier than
ever! Please download the Box Tops App on your Smartphone. Box Tops
will be transitioning from the physical Box Tops to digital only. All you will
need to do is scan your grocery receipt into the app and all your Box Top
donation money will automatically transfer to St. Francis School! If you
have any questions, please contact Nerissa Freeman, (602) 402-1964.

ATTENTION!
FAIR and STO applications are now available! If you have completed your
taxes for 2020, please complete the FAIR application as well as any STOs
that you are eligible for. If you have any questions, please feel free to
reach out to Mrs. Alma Lopez in the school office.

INVEST IN A CHILD’S FUTURE TODAY!

Arizona’s Catholic Tuition Support Organization of the Diocese of
Tucson (CTSO) is a qualified tuition support organization that is proud to

provide tuition assistance for students in 28 Catholic Schools throughout
the Diocese of Tucson.
The State of Arizona has provided taxpayers an education tax credit
since 1998. This means that for the 2020 tax year when you send a
contribution of up to $2,365 if filing jointly or up to $1,183 if filing single,
the State will provide you a dollar-for-dollar-tax credit. This is a
wonderful way for individuals to provide tuition assistance for students in
Catholic schools at no additional cost. If you choose not to participate in
the CTSO, the State will control those same tax dollars instead of you
directing the dollars to Catholic education.

DIOCESESAN COMPLIANCE
In order to be a volunteer at St. Francis School you will need to
make sure that you have applied for clearance through the
Diocese of Tucson. It is Diocesan Policy that everyone is
cleared to work around St. Francis students. If you have not
completed the proper paperwork OR your clearance has
expired, please see the Diocesan Volunteer Screening Process
Sheet located on our website (About Us, Volunteer/Partnership).
Please complete the process by December 11, 2020.
If you have completed the application and the fingerprint
process you will need to call Eve Villegas at the parish office to
verify that you have been cleared. If you are still not cleared she
will let you know the reasons why you still have not been
cleared to volunteer at the school. Here are a few reasons she
has listed as to why our families are not cleared. Please make
contact with Eve Villegas, St. Francis compliance officer, to
determine if you are cleared to volunteer, 928-782-1875.
1. Wrong phone numbers for some of the references listed on
the application.
2. References not responding to our calls
3. References not wanting to answer our questions until they
clear it first with the applicant.
3. Applicants failed to electronically sign the PTO Form within
the 7-day period.
4. Some background checks expired and need to be
resubmitted.

