
 

 

 
 

St. Francis Principal’s Newsletter  December  2020 

ADVENT SEASON  
Each year the Catholic Church gives us an incredible opportunity for a powerful 
encounter with Jesus.  In her genius, the Church invites us during Advent to take a 
step back and look at who we are, what we are doing, and where Jesus fits into our 
lives.  Jesus came into this world at the first Christmas for you.  
If you have not already, this is a great time to start your Advent Wreath tradition 
at your home, a time for prayer and waiting eagerly for the coming of our Savior.  
 

What is the meaning of the Advent Wreath 
Circle: Since circles have no beginning and no end, the circular shape of the 
Advent Wreath is used to symbolize God the Father and eternal life. 
 
Candles:  The wreath holds four candles which are lit over the four weeks of 
Advent.  There are three Violet and one rolse candle, each representing 1,000 
years.  Added together, the four cables symbolize the 4, 000 years that humanity 
waited for the Savior. 
Violet is the liturgical color that is used to signify a time of penance, sacrifice, and 
prayer.  It also represents royalty; Jesus the king who is to come.  DUring the first 
two and last weeks of Advent we light violet candles.  The Third Sunday of 
Advent is called Gaudete (Rejoice) Sunday.  On this day we celebrate that oru 
waiting for Chrimas is almost over.  Rose is a liturgical color that is used to 
signify joy, so we light the rose candle on the third Sunday of Advent.  
Traditionally each of the four candles on an adven weather has their own meaning 
the First sunday of advent symbolizes Hope with the Prophets’ Candle reminding 
us that Jesusis coming.  The second Sunday of Advent symbolizes Faith with the 
Bethlehem Candle reminding us of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Behtlemhme. 
The third Sunday of Advent symbolizes Joy with the Shepherd’s Candle 
reminding us of the Joy the world experienced at the coming birth of Jesus.  The 
fourth Sunday, symbolizes Peace with the Angel’s Candle reminding us of the 
message of the angels:  Peace on Earth, to Men of Good Will.” 
 
Decorations: When Advent Wreaths are decorated the materials often have 
symbolic meaning.  The use of evergreens reminds us of our eternal life with 
Christ, holly represents the crown of thorns form the Passion of Jesus, and pine 
cones symbolize Christ’s Resurrection.  

 
  

 
MASS 

Thursday, December 3 

Full Dress Uniform 

Sweater Vest 

4-8 Grade 
10:50- Green 

3:50- Gold 
 

Tuesday, December 8 

Feast of the Immaculate 
Conception 

Full Dress Uniform 

Sweater Vest 

K-3 Grade 
10:50- Green 

3:50- Gold 
 

Tuesday, December 15 

Full Dress Uniform 

Sweater Vest 

4-8 Grade 
10:50- Green 

3:50- Gold 
 

ROSARY 
Thursday, December 10  

In honor of the Feast of 
Immaculate Conception 
and Our Lady of 
Guadalupe  

 
 
 
 

 



 

St. Francis School Spelling Bee Participants 
2020-2021 

Our school spelling bee is quickly approaching!  You know what that means:  a 
spelling showdown!  Our school spelling bee is set for December 11 @ 10:00 am. 
We are asking parents of winners to drop off their child at 9:30 am at the door on 
the west side of the Parish hall.  At the drop off, parents will need to sign in their 
child.  Due to the health and safety of all, we will not host an audience this year; 
however, parents may view the bee online via Zoom.  This Zoom link will be sent 
as an invitation to you via email.  The spelling bee is expected to run for an hour, 
but please be flexible with times for this day as the length of time it takes to 
complete is unknown.  Parents will need to pick up and sign out their child at 
11:00 am (approximately) at the same location.  
  
We are looking forward to a fun and exciting experience with our St. Francis 
School Spelling Bee!  Go Wildcats! 
 

Congratulations to our Green and Gold Spelling Bee winners!  We are very 
proud of you!  

 
 
 

 

Reminders  
Booster Club 

Spirit Day Dress 
Ugly Sweater  

Thursday, December 
10th 

 
The December 
calendar is now 

located in Parents 
Web and in the Brown 
Envelope and under 
Calendars tab on our 

new website. 
 

Student of the 
Month for November 

Will be awarded on 
Friday, December 4 at 

10:00 via Zoom. 
 

End of second 
quarter 

December 15, 2020, 
Report cards will be 

sent home on 
Wednesday,  

January 13, 2021 
 

First Day of Third 
Quarter 

January 4, 2020 
 

Second Quarter 
Conferences 

Scheduled for Friday, 
January 14-15, 2021 

  
 
 

 Green Session Gold Session 

Grade Level First Place Alternate First Place Alternate 

First Ian 
Bustamante  

Giulianna 
Chapman-G
onzalez 

Jesse 
Fernandez 

Jaxxon 
Castro 

Second Adrian Vega Agnes Laney Orlando 
Osuna 

Jayce 
Muegel 

Third Mehlani 
Bibby 

Abby 
Carranza 

John Muegel Preston 
Rivera 

Fourth Leah 
Madsen 

Gianna 
Chapman-G
onzalez 

Colton 
Greene 

George 
Muller 

Fifth Ramsey 
Harrison 

Ana Hernandez Natalie 
Chavez 

Ava Rascon 

Sixth Edward 
Valenzuela 

Carlos 
Guzman 

Emily Olsen Kelsie 
Harrison 

Seventh Noah  Flores Alec 
Gallardo 

Zachary 
Nava 

NONE 

Eighth Yvona 
Ortega 

Frank 
Valencia 

Milka 
Figueroa 

Abril 
Sanchez 



 

MAP TESTING 
We will be conducting our second MAP testing on the following dates: 
November 30-December 3 - Grades K-3 
December 7-8 - Make-up Grades K-3 
 
We kindly ask you to avoid scheduling any appointments at that time and please 
make sure they are in attendance every day, unless they are sick.  Also, please 
make sure they eat a healthy protein breakfast and get plenty of sleep the night 
before, and ask your child to do their very best on the test.  This will allow us to 
have good data to help us determine the best way to academically support your 
child.  

STUDENT OF THE MONTH FOR NOVEMBER  
For the month of November we were looking for students who modeled the             
Gospel Value of Gratitude, being thankful for every gift and lesson they learn.             
Congratulations to the students who were role models for sharing the Gospel            
Value of gratitude.  

November  Student of the Month 
Gratitude 

Prekindergarten 
Lidia Varela 

Lidia shows gratitude and is kind to others. She 
shows that she appreciates the little things, and God's 
creation. No matter the outcome, she is always 
grateful and happy for what she receives. We are so 
proud of your growth, Lidia!  

Kindergarten 
Cataleya Greene 

Cataleya shows gratitude with every lesson she 
learns and all of the gifts that God gave her. She 
always uses her manners by saying “please”” and 
“thank you.” She comes into class with a smile and is 
excited to learn. Thank you Cataleya for your hard 
work, dedication, and gratitude!  

First Grade 
Palmer Slater-Tonge 
 

Palmer demonstrates gratitude at all times to her 
teacher and classmates. She always says please and 
thank you.  Palmer follows directions and does 
everything in a kind way. Thank you Palmer for 
being you!!! 

Second Grade 
Blanca Guerra 
 

Blanca is full of a positive spirit and whenever the 
teacher helps her she is sure to say, “Thank you, 
Teacher.” She shows gratitude for her classmates by 
her kindness and joy towards all of them. 

Third Grade 
Emily Freeman 
 

  Emily is a role model for gratitude by showing 
thanks and appreciation in all daily tasks.  Whether 
Emily is in person, on line or talking in our chat, she 
always begins and ends her conversations with a 
please and thank you!  Keep shining, Emily! 

Fourth Grade Arlette has demonstrated the Gospel Value of 



 

Arlette Rodriguez Gratitude by giving thanks and being grateful in 
class. Anytime the teacher passes out paper or helps 
her she always says Thank you. She shows she is 
grateful for the help the teacher gives. Keep it up 
Arlette! 

Fifth Grade 
Mauricio Hernandez 
 

Mauricio demonstrates the Gospel Value of Gratitude 
by always being on time to his Zoom Classes and 
being prepared with his materials. He always says 
Thank You when given assistance. He  is an 
awesome role model to his distance learning 
community.  I am very proud of Mauricio’s efforts. 
God Bless You, Mauricio. 

Sixth Grade 
Emily Olsen 
 

Emily is a role model demonstrating the Gospel 
Value of Gratitude. Through her actions with her 
classmates and teachers, she has been showing that 
she is grateful for every gift and lesson she learns. 
Congratulations Emily, keep being the amazing 
young lady you are. We are so grateful to have you 
here as part of our St. Francis Family. God Bless. 

Seventh Grade 
Luke Freeman 

Luke has been a great example of displaying 
gratitude to the seventh grade class.  He has shown 
that he is grateful for his education by time-managing 
well and showing respect to everyone- students and 
teachers alike. He shows that he is truly thankful for 
every gift and lesson he learns. Luke, keep up the 
good work! 

Eighth Grade 
Luz Rodriguez 

Luz has shown to be grateful for every lesson she  
learns. She is always ready to learn and participate 
during instruction. We  are able to see Luz’s 
dedication and gratitude in all of her work. Thank 
you! 

Library 
Emma Rundle 
 

Emma Rundle shows gratitude every single day that 
she is at school. She is grateful for her family, for her 
teachers and classmates, for work time and for free 
time and grateful for the life that God has blessed her 
with. Her cheerful spirit and accommodating ways 
make those around her feel grateful too!  She has a 
way of making the best of situations and strives to 
help her afternoon classmates do the same even when 
the days seem to never end as they stay at school 
from 7:00 am till almost 5:00 pm. God bless you 
Emma, we are grateful for you! 

Computers 
Kyla Navarrete 
 

  If you asked me, what is the definition of Gratitude? 
I would say Kyla. Of the 2 years I have been at St. 
Francis, I may have seen Kyla sad once or twice. She 
is so positive. It is hard to find out if something 
upsets Kyla. She is grateful about everything. Every 



 

 
ST. VINCENT THANKSGIVING BASKETS 

 Thank you to all of our families who modeled the Gospel Value - Gratitude, 
Being thankful for every gift and lesson I learn.  We were able to put together 10 
Thanksgiving baskets for our St. Vincent de Paul families! A special THANK 
YOU for our partnership with St. Francis Knights of Columbus for sponsoring the 
turkeys for each basket.  
 

DATELAND CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
St. Francis of Assisi Catholic School will answer the call and bring Christmas joy 
to the children of Dateland Elementary School and Toys for Tot.  This year we 
will welcome one gift card from St. Francis families for a Dateland child or 
unwrapped toy donation to Toys for Tots.  The families that are donating to 
Dateland will receive a Christmas card on Thursday, December 3  where you can 
place the gift card and return it back to school by Monday, December 14, 2020.  
The remaining families will be given a Toys for Tots Card to send  an unwrapped 
toy to school for Toys for Tots. To ensure that each child receives a gift, please 
note on your slip if your family will or will not be participating and turn it into the 
office as soon as possible. If your family is not participating please also return the 
wishlist. 
 
St. Francis School will be donating our gift  cards to Dateland School  and Toys 
for Tots on Tuesday, December 15, 2020. If you have any questions, please call 
the school office 782-1539.   Thank you for your generous heart during this 
Advent season.  

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

time I see Kyla she smiles and says, “Mr. McKinney 
I have something to show or tell you.” She finds a 
positive in each situation. During all these protocols 
for COVID, being in and out of school. Staying late 
after school because her mom works. Kyla never 
complained. Having her around makes me forget 
about the bad things that have happened to me and 
allows me to be more appreciative and grateful about 
life.  God Bless Kyla.  



 

ST. FRANCIS WILDCAT ANGEL KATE CAMPA 

 
Thank you to all of our families that contributed to our spirit day dress to support 
Kate’s mission to make sure that children in Yuma have options to fight their 
cancer locally.  She  wanted to support the research behind cancer in order to 
provide children with a more updated and effective approach to treatment. Our 
goal was to raise $1,000 to donate to Yuma Regional Medical Center, Pediatric 
Oncology Support Fund in honor of Wildcat Kate Campa.  We were able to raise 
$1,100!  These funds will provide financial resources for local families and help 
bring awareness to childhood cancer. 

 

 

COVID SYMPTOM PROTOCOL REMINDER 

Please remember to check your child’s temperature and note if they 
have any of the symptoms, listed in our Safety Protocol.  If they do, 
please keep them home and call Ms. Ochoa to report symptoms. Also, 
please remember that if a student reports or is sent to the office with 
any of the symptoms listed, parents will be called and the student and 
siblings will be sent home.  IF you have any student with any other 
health issues such as allergies and/or asthma, please call Ms. Ochoa as 
she will provide you with the necessary paperwork to provide your 
doctor.  

 

 

 



 

SCRIP  

Please remember that we are still continuing with the commitment of 
$2,000 per family of Scrip purchases.  The holidays are around the 
corner.  Make your holiday shopping count by using Scrip to make 
your purchase at the store, online, or as a gift.  You can purchase the 
physical gift cards at school or use the Scrip website - 
ShopwithScrip.com to purchase egift cards or to reload your gift cards. 
Our Enrollment Code is 15LD9B9C9L9 to set up your online account. 
Please contact Ms. Ochoa with any questions.  

We will be sending out a Scrip invoice on December 3, 2020 via email 
letting you know how much Scrip you have purchased up to that point, 
which is about half the year.  Most families should have already 
purchased at least $1000.  All SCRIP family commitments must be 
completed by Friday, May 14, 2020.  

HOME AND SCHOOL NEWS 
 CHRISTMAS PREFERRED PARKING SPOT RAFFLE! 

We are excited to announce that tickets for our Home and School Annual             
Christmas Raffle for 4 Preferred Parking Spots are now on sale! Tickets            
are $5 or 5/$20. Home and School officers will be selling tickets at pickup.              
In addition, you can email us at hsa@stfrancisyuma.com with how many           
tickets you would like to purchase and we will invoice you via Square. The              
drawing will take place live on the H&S Facebook page on December            
15th, time TBD. Winners need not be present to win. All winners will be              
notified via email. 
 
Also, each family will be receiving (10) $10 WILDCAT RAFFLE tickets in            
lieu of BBQ tickets before Christmas break. The cost of the raffle tickets             
have already been paid in your annual fees, no money is due. We ask              
that you return your raffle ticket entries to the drop box in front of the               
school, no later than Friday, January 29, 2021. The Wildcat Raffle will            
take place live on Sunday, January 31 to kick of Catholic Schools Week.             
Winners need not be present to win. 
 

● Grand Prize: $1,500 
● 2nd Prize: $750 
● 3rd Prize: $500 
● 4th Prize: $100 (3 winners) 

*Winners responsible for all applicable taxes. 
 
Additional Wildcat Raffle tickets can be pre-purchased in the office. For           
every 5 additional raffle tickets a family sells, they will be entered in a raffle               
to be exempt from Family Service Hours in the 2021-2022 school year!  

mailto:hsa@stfrancisyuma.com


 

 
“Thank you so much for the amazing Principal’s Week”  

I had so many heartfelt messages from our students.  They 
know their principal well and encourage me everyday to be the 
best version of myself always working at being Christ-like to all I 
encounter.  Thank you to our Clubs and parents who showered 
me with warm words and gifts.  I greatly appreciate each and 
everyone who made this week SUPER special!  I am loved!  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

ST. FRANCIS PARENT CLUB MEETINGS  
Please join us at any of our meetings and see what we are all 
about!  We always need new and more members.  Please 
contact Home and School President, Nerissa Freeman for the 
Home and School meeting, and contact the school office for the 
Advisory Council and Dads’ meeting. 
 

 
 

Box Tops App 

 
Donating Box Tops to Saint Francis School will now be easier than            
ever! Please download the Box Tops App on your Smartphone. Box            
Tops will be transitioning from the physical Box Tops to digital only. All             
you will need to do is scan your grocery receipt into the app and all your                
Box Top donation money will automatically transfer to St. Francis School!           
If you have any questions, please contact Nerissa Freeman, (602)          
402-1964. 
 
 
 

INVEST IN A CHILD’S FUTURE TODAY! 
 

 
Arizona’s Catholic Tuition Support Organization of the Diocese of         
Tucson (CTSO) is a qualified tuition support organization that is proud           

Home and 
School  

December  4 3:00 pm Zoom 

Advisory 
Council  

December 17 5:00 pm Zoom 

Booster Club December 17 6:30 pm Zoom 

Dads’ Club TBD  6:00 pm The Patio 



 

to provide tuition assistance for students in 28 Catholic Schools          
throughout the Diocese of Tucson.  
 
The State of Arizona has provided taxpayers an education tax credit           
since 1998. This means that for the 2020 tax year when you send a              
contribution of up to $2,365 if filing jointly or up to $1,183 if filing single,               
the State will provide you a dollar-for-dollar-tax credit. This is a           
wonderful way for individuals to provide tuition assistance for students          
in Catholic schools at no additional cost. If you choose not to participate             
in the CTSO, the State will control those same tax dollars instead of you              
directing the dollars to Catholic education. 

 

DIOCESESAN COMPLIANCE 
In order to be a volunteer at St. Francis School you will need to 
make sure that you have applied for clearance through the 
Diocese of Tucson.  It is Diocesan Policy that everyone is 
cleared to work around St. Francis students.  If you have not 
completed the proper paperwork OR your clearance has 
expired, please see the Diocesan Volunteer Screening Process 
Sheet located on our website (About Us, 
Volunteer/Partnership). Please complete the process by 
December 11, 2020. 
 
If you have completed the application and the fingerprint 
process you will need to call Eve Villegas at the parish office to 
verify that you have been cleared. If you are still not cleared she 
will let you know the reasons why you still have not been 
cleared to volunteer at the school.  Here are a few reasons she 
has listed as to why our families are not cleared. Please make 
contact with Eve Villegas, St. Francis compliance officer, to 
determine if you are cleared to volunteer, 928-782-1875. 
 
1.  Wrong phone numbers for some of the references listed on 
the application. 
2.  References not responding to our calls 
3.  References not wanting to answer our questions until they 
clear it first with the applicant. 
3.  Applicants failed to electronically sign the PTO Form within 
the 7-day period. 
4.  Some background checks expired and need to be 
resubmitted. 



 

 

 


